North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
5th March 2025 
1. Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman) Barbara Massey (Vice Chairman),  Lisa Edwards, Tim Bennett, John Ellacott and Richard Farrar. 
Also present – Cllr Nathan Hull (NYC) and Mike Richards (Clerk) 
2. Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence as all Councillors were present.
3. Public participation
No matters raised.
4. Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
Matters arising from the meeting of 15th January 2025:
a) Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) – the clerk has contacted the supplier (SWARCO) and an engineer is due to attend tomorrow to adjust the operation of the sign (speed and duration) Councillors asked for the sign to be more sensitive and operate at a speed just less than 30mph and remain illuminated for as long as possible when activated. Cllr Farrar agreed to meet the engineer on arrival.
b) “Rigton crossing”. Cllr Hull reported that he had just had an extensive telephone call with Sir Julian Smith stressing the need for positive action. He suggested that the Parish Council follows this up with an email to the MP, setting out the history and background to this issue. He further suggested as much information as possible on the various accidents and incidents at this location should be gathered and forwarded to him for onward transmission to the MP. The Chairman agreed to contract the local resident who, as a Police Officer, has a record of all RTCs (Road Traffic Collisions) at the junction. Cllr Hull also mentioned that NYC is currently conducting a survey regarding the possible reduction of speed limits in the vicinity of schools – he suggested separate emails to both the MP and NYC Councillor Duncan (responsible Cabinet Member) regarding a 20mph limit close to the school, it being sensible to apply this throughout the village. It should also be noted that, aside from this specific issue, the PC has signed up to a growing regional campaign on Road Safety, urging 20mph zones and the introduction of fixed speed cameras. 
             The Chairman noted that item 5c) in the minutes recorded that “Almscliffe Villagers 

             Community Association had commenced planning of their own event ….”  - this should just 

             read “the”.  The corrected minutes were then proposed for acceptance by Cllr. Edwards and 
             seconded by Cllr Bennett.  The Chairman signed the minutes as a true record. 
      4.    Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None.
      5.     Administration
              a) Village Garden – ownership.
              Cllr Hull apologised for the delay in progressing this issue. He undertook to meet with Cllrs 
             Hopkins, Edwards and Bennett on a date to be arranged. The Chairman will make the  
             necessary arrangements including notifying the existing Trustee who will also need to attend.
             b) 1st Aid training. Cllr Bennett will liaise with the local resident who is to provide the training, 
             to fix a date, probably in May. The clerk has also arranged with Yorkshire Ambulance Service 
             for the provision of training in the use of the defibrillator, but this will need to be on a separate 
             date, probably in September. All residents who have expressed an interest will be notified of 
             detailed arrangements nearer the time. 
             c) VE Day 2025 – 80th anniversary celebration. The Chairman now has a number of ideas and
             plans for the event. A meeting is to be arranged to confirm activities which will be held from 
             5.30 to 7.30, followed by bellringing. It was agreed that some form of fundraising will be held 
             for the purchase of a brass plaque for the base of the War Memorial. Volunteer helpers will of 
              course be needed!
              d) Items for the Annual Parish Meeting.
              The clerk will place a note on the Notice Board, asking residents to submit any questions or 
              issues to him via email, for inclusion on the agenda, which will then be displayed. The 
              Juniper Solar Farm is a likely topic for inclusion.       

      6.     Finance. 
               Approval of expenditure.

	M Richards Jan Sal

£232.86

M Richards Feb Sal + tax refund

£424.32

HMRC - PAYE

£137.90

HMRC - PAYE

£137.90

Bank charges Jan-Feb

£10.00

M Richards - website 

£298.80

M Richards - defib batterry

£286.20

M Richards - security software

£89.99

Almond Garden Services -Feb

£219.50

Almond Garden Services -March

£219.50

NR PCC

£120.00

£2,176.97


	
	
	
	

	Councillors approved the above 11 payments with 2 councillors signing the authorisation sheets. 

	
	
	
	


      7.     Planning 
              a) Applications
 i) ZC25/00468/FUL - Conversion of stone barn to form one dwelling. Low Moor Farm, 
 Dunkeswick Lane, Weeton.

              ii) ZC25/00210/FUL - Single storey rear extension - Spout House, Church Hill, North Rigton.
     Councillors considered the above two applications and resolved “NO OBJECTIONS” 
     responses be submitted.  
     b) Decisions
     i) ZC24/03946/PBR PROPOSAL: Existing barn sited to the western side of Rigg Farm to be 
     converted to form 5no residential dwellings - Rigg Farm, Briscoe Ridge Lane, Beckwithshaw.





GRANTED
     ii) ZC24/04039/PBR PROPOSAL: Conversion of existing barn into a dwelling house. Hollow 
     Gill Farm, Beeston’s Lane
.




GRANTED
     Councillors noted the above two decisions and expressed surprise that the Hollow Gill Farm
     application had been approved despite the contrary recommendation from NYC Highways.
     c) Other
     Solar Farm at Juniper Farm, Weeton 
     The Chairman reiterated the clarified Parish Council response to the original planning
     application for this project, which was to support the need for an Environmental Impact 
     Assessment and was not supporting an application for the project as a whole. Councillors 
     proceeded to discuss the perceived pros and cons for the project, accepting that a formal 
     planning application had not been submitted and was not expected until early Summer. The 
     matter will be included on the agenda of the forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting to enable 
     any concerned residents to raise issues or make comments for potential inclusion in the 
     Council’s response to the planning application (if applicable)
     d) NYC Local Plan – Call for Sites 
     Currently there is nothing shown on the NYC map detailing sites submitted for potential 
     development (housing or other use) although there are large submitted sites to the west of 
     Harrogate which could have a potential impact on the Parish. Position will be monitored.
     e) Impact of NYC Highways on planning decisions.
     Councillors had expressed some surprise at the decision to permit this development, despite 
     a strong recommendation from NYC Highways advising refusal due to potential traffic issues. 
     (see 7b) ii) above) Cllr Hull noted the point but advised that little action could now be taken 
     unless the decision was perceived to be contrary to law.
      8.    Highways, Footpaths and Verges
              a) Church Hill, Rigton Hill, Crag Lane flooding. All have been reported on a number of 
              occasions to NYC Highways, but no permanent solutions have been forthcoming. Photos of 
              the Church Hill flooding have been provided, in the hope of action being taken. Cllr Ellacott 
              observed that if the problem could not be solved at source was it now time to find a better 
              way of dealing with the flooding? The clerk will continue to press for action.
              b) A resident had complained about the faded centre white lines on the road surface at the 
              top of Hall Green Lane. This, along with other faded road markings throughout the village 
              (particularly the mini roundabout adjacent to the Square and Compass) have been reported 
              to NYC Highways.            
       9.   Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.
             a) North Rigton Gala 2025. As previously reported, the initial meeting to discuss 
             arrangements, was poorly attended.  A further meeting is scheduled for 19 March and again, 
             as previously reported, additional volunteer helpers are urgently needed. Without additional 
             helpers there is a real risk that the event will not be held.  
             b) Litter pick reminder– 22 March 2025, 10am at the War Memorial, equipment provided.
 
   
      10.  Date of next meeting:
                      
                          Wednesday 7 May 2025 at 7.30pm at St John’s Church. This is the Annual Meeting 
                          of the Parish Council and will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting, 
                          commencing at 7.00pm.


 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.35
Signed







Chairman

